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The Interpretation of ""La Ikraha fi al-Din" from

the Perspective of Ayatollah Ma rifat
Mohammad Faker Meybodi' & Syed Mohammad Haider Naqvi’
Abstract

The verse"La ikraha fi al-din" ("There is no compulsion in
religion") has long intrigued Quranic commentators. Ayatollah
Muhammad Hadt Ma‘rifat, in his exegesis, interprets this verse through
narrations. He argues that religion is rooted in faith and belief, and the
preceding verses prepare for the declaration that coercion has no place in
religion. The phrase "Qad tabayyana al-rushdu min al-ghayy" (truly the
right way has become clearly distinct from error) supports this,
confirming its alignment with Shari‘a principles. Ayatollah Ma‘rifat
asserts this verse is muhkam (clear) and not abrogated. Religion, by
nature, cannot be imposed, but this does not permit promoting falsehood
or disrupting society. He also clarifies that the prohibition of compulsion
does not conflict with verses on jihad, which aims to defend human
dignity, eliminate tyranny, and eradicate corruption.

Keywords: Tafsir al-Qur’an (Quranic Exegesis), Ayatollah Ma 'rifat,
Iman (Faith), Ikrah (Compulsion), Din (Religion), and Jihad.
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