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Revisiting the Core Methodologies of Orientalist Qur’anic Studies:

The Case of American Academia
Syed Hosein Alavi' & Syed Mostafa Rizvi
Abstract

The study of non-Muslim interpretations of the Qur’an—particularly
the epistemological foundations and underlying assumptions of American
Qur’anic scholars—constitutes a critical and indispensable discourse
within Qur’anic studies. This research examines the implicit ideological
frameworks that inform the perspectives of these Orientalists, with a
specific focus on scholars based in the United States. Moving beyond
conventional tropes—such as claims of the Qur’an’s alleged dependence
on earlier religions or its absorption of contemporaneous cultural
influences, often posited by Orientalists as alternative sources—this
study interrogates the unstated theoretical presuppositions embedded in
their intellectual paradigms. The foundational assumptions driving
Western scholarship in Islamic studies, particularly Qur’anic studies, are
as follows: (1) the denial of the Qur’an’s divine origin and its
characterization as a purely human construct; (2) the rejection of the
prophethood and messengership of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH); (3)
the portrayal of Islam as a religion confined to a specific ethnic or
national group; and (4) the dismissal of classical Islamic historical
traditions concerning the origins of Islam and the Qur’an.

Keywords: Qur’an, foundational theories of Qur’anic studies,
American Qur’anic scholarship, ideological frameworks of American
Orientalists in Qur’anic studies.
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