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In the contemporary Muslim world, Islamic unity, intellectual harmony, and
political cohesion face serious challenges arising from disagreements among
groups with diverse ideological and political orientations. Although the Qur’an
presents itself as the eternal covenant of divine unity and as the “rope of Allah”
(habl Allah) that must never be divided, sectarian interpretations rooted in
exegetical and theological traditions have repeatedly perpetuated theological
disputes and tensions. Against this historical backdrop, the formal publication of
the Qur’anic Manifesto from the Perspective of the Shi‘i School of Thought by
the Qom Seminary and more than sixty affiliated university and seminary
research centers constitutes a significant historical and intellectual milestone.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the present study examines the
fourteen principles of the Manifesto in detail in order to elucidate its theoretical
foundations as well as its practical and applied strategies for achieving intra-
Muslim unity. Drawing on primary sources and recent scholarship on interfaith
and intra-Muslim rapprochement, the study addresses four principal thematic
dimensions: (1) shared theological and doctrinal foundations, particularly the
categorical and consensual rejection of Qur’anic textual alteration (nafy al-tahrif)
and the affirmation of the definitive transmission, complete authenticity, and
preservation of the Qur’an in the hands of Muslims; (2) the authority of Qur’anic
muhkamat over speculative reports, the categorical prohibition of tafsir bi’l-ra’y
(interpretation based on personal opinion), and the establishment of
methodological discipline in Qur’anic interpretation through the application of
sound reason; (3) the “Boroujerdi—Shaltut paradigm,” which distinguishes the
scholarly and jurisprudential authority of the Ahl al-Bayt from theological
disputes concerning historical succession; and (4) the legal and political
requirements of social order, including the principle of nafy al-sabil, the juridical
prohibition of foreign domination, and the revival of the civilizational identity of
the ummah wahidah in confronting global hegemonic powers. The study
demonstrates that the Shi‘i Qur’anic Manifesto presents a new epistemic
framework for inter-sectarian rapprochement.
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