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This study examines the fifth verse of Surah al-Tawbah, commonly
known as Ayat al-Qital or Ayat al-Sayf, and evaluates the claim that
it grants an unconditional command to kill and plunder all
polytheists. It aims to clarify the true scope and conditions of the
jihad command in this verse by situating it within its immediate
Qur’anic context, its occasion of revelation (sha’n al-nuzul), and the
broader network of Qur’anic teachings on war, peace, and religious
freedom.The research adopts an exegetical and analytical method,
drawing on classical and contemporary tafsir, historical reports, and
jurisprudential discussions. It first explains the background of Surah
al-Tawbah, defines key terms such as qital, jihad, mushrik, and al-
ashhur al-hurum, and distinguishes between defensive and offensive
jihad. It then analyzes the verses preceding and following Ayat al-
Qital, especially those concerning the declaration of disavowal from
treaty-breaking polytheists, the four-month respite, fidelity to faithful
treaty partners, and the granting of asylum to those who seek
protection.The findings show that the verse is not absolute. It
specifically addresses aggressive polytheists who repeatedly violated
treaties, persecuted Muslims, and spread corruption and hostility. The
command is therefore contextual and conditional, not a blanket
license for indiscriminate killing. The article also answers major
doubts, including the allegation that the Prophet and his companions
engaged in plunder and forced conversion. Historical evidence
indicates that the Prophet’s battles were defensive responses to
Meccan aggression, and that the conquest of Mecca was marked by
general amnesty. The Qur’an explicitly affirms “There is no
compulsion in religion” (2:256) and commands Muslims to protect
even a polytheist who seeks asylum.Ayat al-Qital does not abrogate
the Qur’anic principles of justice, forgiveness, and peaceful
coexistence; rather, it orders fighting only against treacherous
aggressors who persist in persecution. The doubts raised against it are
therefore baseless and arise from a decontextualized reading.
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