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This study examines the humility (tawadu‘) and social leadership of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as reflected in the Qur’anic thought of
the Leader, Imam Khamenei. It aims to show how prophetic humility
functioned as a foundation of religious leadership and a model for just
governance, rather than a merely personal virtue.Methodology: The
research is library-based and descriptive-analytical. It draws on the
Qur’an, classical and contemporary exegeses, Hadith, and the speeches
and Qur’anic interpretations of Imam Khamenei. It analyzes Qur’anic
verses such as Y¥:Y), Ye:AA YT:YVe Y:Ved e:ef and £€3:)Y, alongside
the views of commentators including Tabatabai, Rashid Rida, Ibn
Ashur, and Javadi Amoli.The findings indicate that the Prophet’s
humility was not a sign of weakness but evidence of spiritual strength,
divine representation, and effective leadership. His humility before
God and compassion toward believers were coupled with dignity and
firmness toward enemies. Imam Khamenei considers this balance the
secret of the Prophet’s influence and the spread of Islam. The study
identifies four dimensions of prophetic humility: ending class
distinctions by associating with the poor and slaves; softening hearts
without coercion; removing barriers between the leader and the people;
and combining humility before God with honor before adversaries. Its
social and administrative effects include public trust, equality, love-
based moral authority, and a viable model for contemporary humble
leadership.In Imam Khamenei’s Qur’anic thought, prophetic humility
is the theoretical and practical foundation of religious leadership.
Leaders must be humble before God, servants to the people, and firm
against enemies. This model integrates ethics, authority, and divine
management and remains a timeless example for Islamic governance
and society
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