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This study aims to examine and compare the methods of intellectual
education in the Qur’an and the Bhagavad Gita, focusing on selected
Qur’anic verses and passages from the Gita. It seeks to identify shared
and divergent approaches to cultivating reason, reflection, and
understanding, an area that has not received sufficient scholarly
attention.The findings show that the Qur’an offers more practical,
comprehensive, detailed, and particular guidance for intellectual
education. These include reflection on cosmic and internal signs, the
stages of human creation, the remains and traditions of past nations, and
divine laws. Both texts employ methods such as parables, warning
(indhar), invitation to thought and reason, and questioning. However, a
fundamental difference exists: in the Qur’an, parables aim at reflection
and lesson-taking; the invitation to thought and reason is presented with
argumentation, and humans are directed to proof and evidence when
accepting a command. The Gita contains such methods but not to the
same extent. The Qur’an also uses rational and argumentative dialogue,
comparison, storytelling, attention to others’ views, entrusting judgment
to the audience, and lesson-taking. Its questions aim not merely to ask but
to stimulate independent thought, discovery of truth, and intellectual
growth. The Gita also emphasizes correct thought, reflection on creation,
and question-and-answer, but its treatment is less extensive.Both the
Quran and the Gita regard reason as a perceptive faculty that
distinguishes right from wrong and leads to human perfection. However,
the Qur’an discusses and emphasizes reflection and reasoning far more,
with  over Y.+verses. Its methods are more comprehensive,
argumentative, and varied, making it distinctive in intellectual education
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A Comparative Study of Approaches to Intellectual Upbringing in ’

the Quran and the Gita
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