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This study examines the nature, conditions, and criteria of human free
will in the Holy Qur’an from the perspective of Allama Misbah Yazdi. It
addresses the claim that human beings are entirely determined and seeks
to clarify why free choice is essential to human dignity, moral
responsibility, reward, punishment, and ultimate felicity. The article aims
to identify the Qur’anic conditions for free will and the principles
governing its proper exercise.The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method. It draws on Qur’anic verses, exegetical and philosophical
sources, and the scholarly views of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi, especially
his discussions of human agency, divine will, knowledge, power, and
desire .The findings show that, by his very creation and existential
station, man is a free and responsible being endowed with reason, will,
and choice. Qur’anic signs of free will include divine testing, covenant,
promise and warning, commands and prohibitions, praise and blame, and
the call to choose faith or disbelief. Free choice requires three main
conditions: knowledge and cognition, power and ability, and balanced
desires and inclinations. Knowledge includes sensory, rational, intuitive,
and revelatory modes. Power includes physical, industrial, social, and
metaphysical dimensions. Desires include instinctual, individualistic,
immortality-related, and divine inclinations. When desires conflict,
criteria such as intensity of pleasure, duration, and perfection help
determine preference. However, the most important criterion is
consideration of the Hereafter. Misbah Yazdi emphasizes that God’s will
does not cancel human will; rather, divine will is overarching while
human choice remains real and accountable.
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